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Week 5: Badgering 

Luke 18:1-8 

The Parable of the Persistent Widow 

 

 Do we badger God? When we pray, are we persistent in our prayers, 

patiently waiting for God to answer? Is that considered badgering or does 

badgering look more like nagging? Badgering, from v.5 in The Message, is 

not really how I approach God. Other translations use the word “bother.” I 

still don’t feel like I bother God with my prayers. Sometimes I feel like I 

shouldn’t bother God with certain requests because God is busy working out 

bigger problems in the world.  

 This parable of the persistent widow may be hinting at that. In the 

Hebrew text, God’s people often pestered God for every single need, and 

they became impatient when God was slow to respond. One scholar sees this 

parable as not about badgering God until our needs are met, but more about 

patiently waiting on God. God is busy working out justice in God’s time, and 

so we keep praying in the meantime. 

 This parable paints quite the picture of the image of a persistent 

widow. Nobody listened to widows. They were looked down upon and easily 

exploited. Men were usually the ones who pleaded cases in court, so it was 

outrageous that the widow showed up to plead her own case. We don’t know 

what she is pleading, but someone may have exploited her. Instead of 

letting them get away with it, she stood up for herself. She apparently didn’t 

have anyone else to do it, so she found the courage to demand justice. 

When she did not receive justice the first time, she didn’t lose heart. She 

kept going back until justice prevailed. In this parable, Jesus says we should 

be courageous like the widow who kept pleading for justice until God delivers 

it. I don’t think that’s badgering God. 

 The unjust judge in this parable is not God. God is quite the opposite. 

God loves people and eagerly wants to answer our prayers. God wants us to 

bring our pleas for justice and will answer our prayers in God’s timing. We 



could never wear God down. God will answer our prayers out of love, not to 

get us to stop badgering or nagging. God doesn’t consider our pleas, our 

reaching out to God, as badgering or nagging. 

 If anything, God is more like the persistent widow; the one who 

courageously stands up to the bully over and over until justice prevails. God 

is the widow who rises above society’s marginalization and works in 

surprising ways. I am more like the unjust judge. I can be unjust when 

dealing with people who I feel are pestering or badgering me. My kids can 

wear me down, and I say “yes” just to get them to stop bothering me. And I 

confess, I was not always open to God’s badgering. I think God did finally 

wear me down, and I said “yes” just to get God to stop harassing me.  

However, I hope to be different from the judge, whose “yes” meant to 

end the conversation with the widow. I want my “yes” to begin the 

conversation with God. I want my “yes” to God to be the beginning of our 

work together as I now seek to persistently walk towards and with the 

Widow as partners for justice.  

 

Reflection questions: 

Are there requests too small to bring to God? 

Have you ever badgered God and then finally justice prevailed? 

Have you ever experienced God badgering you? 

Where do you see yourself in this parable? 

Is there any area in your life where you need to stand up for yourself? 

 

 

 


